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THE BARBICAN ESTATE 


TheBarbicanEstateisaresidentialestatebuiltduringthe 1 960sandthe 1970sintheCityofLondon, 
inanareaoncedevastatedbyWorldWarllbombingsandtodaydenselypopulatedbyfinancial 
institutions.ltcontains,orisadjacentto,theBarbicanArtsCentre,theMuseumofLondon,theGuild- 
hallSchoolofMusicandDrama,theBarbicanpubliclibrary,theCityofLondonSchoolforGirlsand 
aYMCA(nowclosed[1,formingtheBarbicanComplex.Thecomplexisaprominentexampleof 
BritishbrutalistarchitectureandisGradelllistedasawhole[]withtheexceptionofthelateMiltonCourt. 
MiltonCourtoncecontainedafirestation,medicalfacilitiesandsomeflatsandwasdemolishedto 
allowtheconstructionofanewapartmentcomplexwhichalsocontainsadditionalfacilitiesforthe 
Guildhall School of Music and Drama. 


YMCA (nowclosed[1, forming the Barbican Complex. Thecomplexisa prominent example of 
BritishbrutalistarchitectureandisGradelllistedasawhole[]withtheexceptionofthelateMiltonCourt. 
MiltonCourtoncecontainedafirestation,medicalfacilitiesandsomeflatsandwasdemolishedto 
allow the construction of a new. 
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POST-WAR DEVELOPMENT 


The estate was built between 1965 and 1976, on a 35-acre (14 ha) site that had been 
bombed in World War Il. The complex was designed by architects Chamberlin, Powell and 
Bon, whose first work was the ground-breaking Golden Lane Estate immediately north of 
the Barbican. The estate of 40 acres (16 ha) was officially opened in 1969 and is now home 
to around 4,000 people living in 2,014 flats.[The flats reflect the widespread use in Britain 
in the 1960s and 1970s of concrete as the visible face of the building. 


The estate has been estimated to stand for a futher 130 years. 
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POST-VVAR DEVELOPMENT 
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PART 3 


RESIDENTS 


Theresidentialestateconsistsof13terraceblocks,groupedarounda 
lakeandgreensquares.Themainbuildingsriseuptosevenfloors 
aboveapodiumlevel,whichlinksallthefacilitiesintheBarbican,pro- 
vidingapedestrianrouteabovestreetlevelSomemaisonettesarebuilt 
intothepodiumstructure.Thereisnovehicularaccesswithinthees- 
tate, buttherearesomecarparksattheperipheryoftheestate.Public 
carparksarelocatedwithintheBarbicanCentre.Theestatewasbuilt 
between1965and1976,ona35-acre(14ha)sitethathadbeenbombed 
inWorldWarll.ThecomplexwasdesignedbyarchitectsChamberlin, 
PowellandBon,whosefirstworkwastheground-breakingGolden 
LaneEstateimmediatelynorthoftheBarbican.Theestateof40acres 
(16ha)wasofficiallyopenedin1 969andisnowhometoaround4,000 
peoplelivingin2,014flats.[TheflatsreflectthewidespreaduseinBritain 
inthe 1960sand1970sofconcreteasthevisiblefaceofthebuilding. 


There are currently 2000 residents are Barbican. 
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view from the south-side of the Barbican 


Theresidentialestateconsistsof1 3terraceblocks,grouped 
aroundalakeandgreensquares.Themainbuildingsrise 
uptosevenfloorsaboveapodiumlevel,whichlinksall 
the facilities in the Barbican, providing a pedestrian 
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view from the south-side of the Barbican 


Theresidentialestateconsistsof1 3terraceblocks,grouped 
aroundalakeandgreensquares.Themainbuildingsrise 
uptosevenfloorsaboveapodiumlevel,whichlinksall 
the facilities in the Barbican, providing a pedestrian 
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THE BARBICAN BUILDS 


Guildhall School of Music and Drama, the Barbican public library, the City of London 
School for Girls and a YMCA (now closed [1, forming the Barbican Complex. The complex 
is a prominent example of British brutalist architecture and is Grade II listed as a whole[] 
with the exception of the late Milton Court. Milton Court once contained a fire station, 
medical facilities and some flats and was demolished to allow the construction of a new 
apartment complex which also contains additional facilities for the Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama. 


YMCA (now closed [1, forming the Barbican Complex. The complex is a prominent exam- 
ple of British brutalist architecture and is Grade Il listed as a whole[] with the exception of 
the late Milton Court. Milton Court once contained a fire station, 
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SURROUNDING ARCHITECTURE 
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GEOMETRY / GEOLOGY 


TheBarbicanEstateisaresidentialestatebuiltduringthe 1 960sandthe 1970sintheCityofLondon, 
inanareaoncedevastatedbyWorldWarllbombingsandtodaydenselypopulatedbyfinancial 
institutions.ltcontains,orisadjacentto,theBarbicanArtsCentre,theMuseumofLondon,theGuild- 
hallSchoolofMusicandDrama,theBarbicanpubliclibrary,theCityofLondonSchoolforGirlsand 
aYMCA(nowclosed[1,formingtheBarbicanComplex.Thecomplexisaprominentexampleof 
BritishbrutalistarchitectureandisGradelllistedasawhole[]withtheexceptionofthelateMiltonCourt. 
Milton Court once contained a fire 


YMCA (nowclosed[1, forming the Barbican Complex. The complexisa prominent example of 
BritishbrutalistarchitectureandisGradelllistedasawhole[]withtheexceptionofthelateMiltonCourt. 


Milton Court once containe 
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GEOLOGY / GEOMETRY 





SHAKESPEARE TOWER, BARBICAN 
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